The Medicare Current Beneficiary Sur vey (MCBS) is a continuous panel survey of a nationallyrepresentative sample of Medi care enrollees. The survey collects a variety of information on these Medicare beneficiaries with a focus on the social, economic, and demographic character istics of the Medicare population, bene ficiaries' health status, and their health care serv ices, cost, and sources of payment.
The data collected in the MCBS has been a valuable statistical tool for many researchers and aides those in writing articles and publications. One such publi cation that has used data from the MCBS • The percent of female Medicare beneficiaries receiving a mammogram or pap smear remained stable.
• Over one-half of female beneficiaries had a mammogram and more than one-third had a pap smear. • As might be expected, the percent of beneficiaries reporting two or more chronic conditions increased every year for the past 5 years.
• As age increased, the percentage of aged beneficiaries with two or more chronic conditions also increased. Beneficiaries age 85 or over were more likely to have Parkinson's disease, Alzheimer's disease, stroke, osteoporis, or a broken hip. Cancer rates were highest for beneficiaries age 75-84. Disabled beneficiaries had higher than average rate of diabetes and pulmonary disease. • Among community beneficiaries, the reported rate of heart disease decreased while the rate of hypertension rose. 
